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ABSTRACT
Russia’s perspective on Syrian quagmire and chgélerposed to security and rising menace of 1SdSasit Syrian

crisis which has engulfed the entire region intéastrophic war and has destabilized the regionalgeeand security. The
brazen ambition of ISIS and Daesh to create Islazaliphate and control oil economy and terrorize ttivilians has been
disheartening. The refugee crisis is looming laoyer Europe due to Syrian conundrum. The terra@isiups have strong
sectarian divides which have threatened the ei8hi& crescent which causes tension in the regsvael feels threatened
by the onslaught of Daesh and Al-Nusra front whiels devastated Syria and has spread its tentaoléiset parts of the
world. There is obviously a great power rivalry base of Syrian quagmire. Iran and Syria are théalbf Russia in the
war-torn country Syria. The geopolitical leveragasRia is trying to gain in the region by controfjithe situation there.
The political gimmick has led to the terrorist atkaon Ambassadors, Airplanes, and vital securistalations. The Isis
has been recruiting and crating the militias frohe tmountain peoples of Caucasus region of Rushiey @re trained and
disarrayed and disgruntled people flock to join kie to wage holy war. Syrian government hercukeak is a reconstruction

of war -ravaged Syria and triumph over terrorismlitperating region controlled by ISIS..
KEYWORDS:ISIS, Regional Peace and Security, Islamic Caliph@ontrol Oil Economy, Syrian Conundrum

INTRODUCTION

Russia is confronting twin challenges of ongoinglavar in Syria and the rising menace of I1SIS. §an forces
ISIS and its attacks were aimed directly at ISI&sd$a and Iran have a convergence of interespipating the Assad regime
to counter US moves on the Syrian chessboard. Winéstled states of the Middle East and North Ar{®IENA), Iraq and
Syria are the dominant Shia Crescent has creaeddiby creating ISIS who is adamant to controbilfeeld and it creates
its own Caliphate over it. The maddened tyrant Blakar al- Baghdadi has rattled the entire Iraq &yda. The Atrocious
acts of the insurgency of ISIS may spill over aad Becurity concerns in the region. The countfitistad by terrorism has
given full support to the worthy cause to fight mgathe combatants. The state of relation betwiierent countries has
seen their foreign policy and national securityentation converging towards global security conseifithe moot question
arises about the aggravated global security andriem and how Moscow is responding to that. Russggort for Syria has

been motivated by many factors like preponderaffiggobal power and position, commercial weapone sald support for
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Assad regime. Russia’s support to embattled prasiBashar al-Assad was to strengthen its positidhé Middle East, the

Mediterranean region and among western countiidgdr: 2016)

The world order has manifested many global thrpatseptions and security challenges in the post-&e# How-
ever Security is an ambiguous and vague conceptcdfe concept of security means the absenceeddtthrThe dictionary
meaning of security means being protected from egrfgeling safe and free from doubts. Securitgaacerned about
challenges and vulnerabilities, risks of subjectiears. For National security the state is a pointeference for Human
security human beings are the referent. Securitydahe part of High politics and trade as low ficdi ‘Security threat’ is

an expression of hurting somebody, destructioriagitan, intimidation or Coercion. (Booth: 2007)

The brutal phenomenon of terrorism is widely spraamss the globe. The terrorism has deeper idealognd
political ramification on human security and itsistence. The belligerence stance of the fightingntges and way to
clampdown the act of terrorism got prominence iarrigture. Earlier the concept of security was owd and dominated to
the hard power of military and strategic calculasi@uring the Cold war period. After the failuretioé League of nation and
UN after two world war there was a need felt follexiive security. The area of Security studies edmbe an interesting
domain after the terrorist attack on 9/11, Maduldet train bomb blast, a global war on terror inlffgistan and Irag. From
Realist assumptions states were locked in powaggke so security gained a subordinated and derévatf power. John
Herz in 1950s introduced the concept of ‘securitgrdma’ through which state attempts to seek amdk lafter security
needs automatically by self- help, which furtheadeo the insecurity among nation-states for défenand threatening
postures. Robert Jervis has introduced the corafei®ecurity regimes’ which draw attention fromtstdo system level

analysis. (Katzenstein: 1996)

ISIS which wants to establish on caliphate by capguoil fields is posing threat and challenge tany stakeholders
involved in Syria. Russia is afflicted by terrorisand extremism in many parts has a similar viewptinfight against
terrorism and insurgents. The collective securifgres and security framework need to be made ifginting this debacle.
The USA has created fiasco in the Middle East byliiog Iraq and sanctioning Iran, supporting theiSkwtate of Israel as
its West Asia as a military outpost there. Theredseto collectively done to tackle the growingdeism across the world
it is highly embedded in the social and politichepomenon. The political vendetta and clash ofizational values need
to be amicably pacified. Terrorism has a psych@algimpact on masses as it is dehumanising and wising influences
perpetrated by mercenaries. ISIS has turned ifdonaidable threat to the US security interest i@ tagion. ISIS is posing
threat to the immediate neighbours in the MiddlstBad its intentions to attack Saudi Arabia, lsaael the west. Recently
ISIS claimed responsibility for attacking Paris deft 127 death toll and severe casualties. TheaByerisis has been
catastrophic to global Peace and stability andchiémminated in the creation of I1SIS and major spiloof refugee crisis in
Europe. Russia does visualise ISIS as a legitisetearity threat and uses an anti-ISIS posture teyauits greater strategic
interest. Iran continues to provide logistical soppdo Syria. The Arab League is channelling mosepply to Islamist
extremist opposition groups. Regime preservatiothéssole goal of Russia in Damascus and seclggmdition in the

Middle East by developing a partnership with Irau &s allies. (Spaulding: 2015)
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Russia has been very supportive of Global War amofiem securitization linking with the Chechnyaplem it
has vehemently opposed US-led invasion on Iraq, iaiw unavoidable and imprecise to calculate sgit blunder of
menace of terrorism being portrayed by outfits AeQa. Israel has been prudent enough to have éskafgconfrontation
and warfare with the Arab world as the Americanl@@loWar on Terrorism which has broader securitimattoncerns.

(Buzzan: 2006)

The foremost security challenges confronted ardifEration of weapons of mass destruction WMD, mtinm
ethnic and religious tensions in breakaway repsblicganised terrorism spilling over Russia’s Perbarders. American
led invasion in Iraq got criticism from Russia ahdvas forced against the wishes of UNSC resolutRuassian air and
missile strike intervention is a recipe for disasta Syria government machinery are willing togakold of the warzone
with the help of Hezbollah troops but Israel cagéathem through airstrikes. Israel has develmtetegic interaction with
Moscow is precisely worried about the quantum skaals and armaments would be possessed by Hézhdliah may
jeopardise its interest and purposefully may ses/&ussian ally in the battlefield. (Baev: 2:20H8ie are many questions
popping up what would be the future course of aciioSyria and how it is going to fundamentallyeatfthe Israeli Security
interests. The recent development of improvemerthénrelationship of US Iranian there is diminighirelation with the
most important ally of Russia. There have beerrmiftable threat from the ISIS in Syria and Iragpdiesa large amount
of expenditure from the US on military strikes. Tiegiional security and stability are being threateby the number of
Syrian refugees moving to neighbouring Europeanhdiadile East countries, a growth of the extremistup and spreading
conflict in neighbouring Lebanon and Iraq. The 8grgquagmire has repercussion on the region by magsillover effects
of refugees outreaching to Europe and the creatigiobal challenge manifested to world order by theation of ISIS in

the region. (Ibid)

Russian Intervention in Syrian Quandary Overview aml its Implication for the Region

Syrian quagmire and overview of the crisis and dev@onsequences in the region have enigma facti@ars. The
rising discontent and displeasure with the authgeh government of Assad fuelled the Syrian crisle Assad government
has been ruling since the 1970s in Syria and thepart of Shia sect Alawites though in Syria 74%he population is Sunni
dominated. The key actors in the Syrian crisisteeAssad Government and its International aliles Russia, China, Iran
and Hezbollah. The Syrian rebels have been ledffareht factional elements like the Free Syriamr others including
Kurdish Forces and Army of Islam. The splinter graund offshoots of Al-Qaeda are Al-Nusrah which kirg and fighting
in Syria. These terrorist organisations were sititeparts of Northwest Syria and are located dappo. The Allies
supporting the Syrian war are US-led coalition with UK and France, Turkey and Arab league. Th8 I@hich is located
in eastern Syria and northern Iraq are targeteditsjrikes of US-led coalition and Russian airgskThe Islamic State of
Irag and Levant has established control over tséeem Syria and assumed control over statelessregiRagga as ISIL's
de facto capital. The Russian intervention canttyéated to the geopolitical dynamics of the reagend balance of power
within Syria. The casualties and sufferings inéitto the Syrian people are highly condemned. Bogstervention in Syria
has bolstered the Assad regimes position thereauffir massive Russian Airstrikes Assad got confropposition forces in

Northern Syria. There are other contrary viewpaoéms counter narratives about the Russian air cgmpand Syrian armed
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opposition groups are directed to fighting allegeatiainst the Baathist regime Assad and rathertttegnhave colluded with
ISIS.

The civil war in Syria has caused a huge displacgmfepopulation and 200,000death and drawn thaalicaliphate
empire of ISIS. The embroiled sectarian conflicthaf country has fuelled Shia-Sunni religious diviRussia’'s major action
in Syria involves expanding and development ofdsanaval base and expansion of airbase at LafBké&re is no substantive
role played by Russian naval forces in the Syriaih war. Putin continued for his build-up of Tastport as strategic point

making the Russian military, air and defense baspgyed for the deployment of forces. (Cordesmamnsp

The warfare involved in Syria has been termed asridyPolitical warfare because of deployment crgé number
of T-90 tanks, Su-24 strike fighters and personfibk UNSC has been entitled the assignment of igldeace and inter-
national orders were ironically unfortunate as @disperformance of UNSC tried to imposeand uphoédRlesponsibility to
protect (R2P) was really sceptical. The UN secye@eneral expression taken into consideration$lyaia was transformed
into a warzone as leading to the state of “Proxy wigh regional actors and arming and weaponising side and another

side of Syria.”(Cordesman: 2015)

Kofi Annan designated as special ambassador anatintgy to Arab-League chalked out the plan to wonkSix-
Point Plan on 27 March 2012.The Syrian conflict proposed the Annéanpwhich incorporatedusage of the ceasefire,
withdrawal of tanks and troops, a release of palitprisoners, journalists, humanitarian assistamcesuggested forpolitical

dialogues andnegotiation process to be led by Syrighdams: 2015)

Syrian government forces have used aircraft, taiméayy artillery and bombings to destroy and ttmeahe non-
combatants and citizens living in Aleppo, Damasd@ataa, Idib and Raggah as governorate which wentraled by
opposition groups and were supporting the oppor@msgimes. Different forums have been initiatie Mienna Talk for
bringing all major stakeholders on the same netiojd ables. The initial meeting occurred on 30dDetr and was gone to
by delegates from the UN, EU and seventeen nat@mmsjting Iran and Saudi Arabia. The strategic go&b preserve an
Alawite “core Syria”. Russia has played a cruc@ekrin the fight against international terrorisntiats and Coalition by

forging with western forces and providing them deté no-fly zone in Syria. (Markus and Oliver: 2p15

Role of Russian Radicalism in the Spread of Terroem

The terrorism and global security are interconrgeciencepts. Russia has been a victim of statedpression in
North Caucasus, Dagestan and Chechnya. There sianfegure out the Wahhabism and Salafism indoettion of ideology
in the youth of the regions. Russia has sufferecettiremism perpetrated by Chechen radicals aret tdtamic radicalism
in central Asia Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Rusai adicalism spreading to the other parts of tbddw Russia has
different ethnic and sectarian groups in consideraombers in the North Caucasus mountainous regioa intervention
in Afghanistan in 1979 by the Soviet Union for mhgdeen’s was funded by Saudis. Russia has showdeéis anxiety
and troubled by the Saudis financial assistancegogoured for aiding and abetting clandestinelyrésurrecting the former

Soviet space by re-Islamising it causing an ideickdgontestation by spreading Wahhabism in theredTrenin: 3)
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Iran is an important to ally of Russia in the Migldtast and Syrian war. They have a strategic isttéoecontrol
gas and natural resources in the region. Iraniaacitats want hegemony in the region by capturiniiaey through allies.
Iranian theocratic states wanted to strengthersthia version of Islam against Sunni Islam led lpharonservatives Salafi
and Wahhabi doctrines emerging from Saudi ArablesE doctrines are encapsulated, motivated andhéaltiy I1SIS, Al-

Qaeda and other violent Jihadist. (Khindaria: 12)

Recent years Russia has emerged as a major cénamiryhere ISIS receives its recruits. The fightame from the
restless region of North Caucasus and Central Asia.four declared provinces of Caucasus emiratgegtan, Chechnya,
Ingushetia and Kabardino-Balkaria had pledged #égiance to ISIS. These people are moderatelfstifilways resisted
the tsarist rule and incorporation by Kremlin. TBeechen side has transformed the nationalist cenigelslamist by
incorporation of Jihadi component into it. In 20hany fighters from Russia migrated to the battldfif Syria. Chechen
fierce fighters got a prominent position in thehtiggainst the Bashar-al-Assad’s regime. Syriadalsadist group were led
by Chechen emirs from North Caucasus. (Borchevskayhe feelings of far-right nationalism and xehobic tendency in
Russia has led to rejection among Muslims. Russeernment policy perpetuates radicalisation asthbility which has
the farthest outreach in its periphery. ISIS haaphed and mobilised the disenchanted and disehfsad youths of the

region through social media websites odonoklass(itkid: 8)

Radical Islamism ideology threatens the regime sigcaf the state. The recruitment drive for Cehthhadist is
being done by the IS from the mountainous peoplRath Caucasian region of Russia. The ideologicaifrontation of
violence associated with the radical Sharia rule @aching is not a new phenomenon in North Cawgcashe foundation
of Caucasus emirate was led in order for the aeaif Islamic emirate under theocratic Sharia |aal wage global Jihad.
(Hedenskog &Holmquist: 1)There is the perceptiat tleople from Russia’s North Caucasus region jgtédthey returned
from Syria and Irag they will form there caliphated governorate. Tatarstan and Bashkortostan arkltislim dominated
regions of the Russian Federation from where tloplgeare proselytising and moulded to liberate &grid Iraq by joining

them as freelancing mercenaries for ISIS. (ibid)

Islamic State and its Paranoid Ambitions in the Pephery and Region

Russia operation was treated as a strategic fadnleuble standard by the west, the western statescontributed
to the emergence of the Islamic state. Russianviem¢ion was treated as the war against terroristnfighting for terrorist
forces in Syria. Moscow has been working for thelusion of Bashar al Assad in the peace procedsaen as a blow
to the west. While Washington is fearful of thebdiaation of situation in Syria that is why theyeacriticising Russian
intervention. Russian intervention has repercussfanbeyond Syria .Russia does not differentiaeriwg groups in Syria

doesn’t imperatively categorise them as a gooatisiror bad terrorist as the West did. (Kaczmar28iL6)

The alleged involvement of a multitude of actorSyria has led to the proxy war situation. Theaygovernment
of Assad regime asked the help from Russian alfigtet against Jihadist. The Russian presidentPabiitive to wipe out

the terrorism and its network by covertly or owedkcimating the I1SIS, AL-Qaeda and its affilialige Al-Nusrah and other
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terrorist groups. Putin is interested in buildingiaternational coalition against the Islamic StafEhe opposition groups
like Al-Nusra Front and the Free Syrian Army weasity strikeable by the Russian air and militamcés. Putin’s initiative

to organise anti- IS coalition includes the Assagime, Egyptian president Al-Sisi etc. The maireghiye of Russia action
is to get the leverage of aircraft movement. Rusainattacks have a purpose of to sabotage arnichdicthe key opponent’s
group of the northern part of Syria and on outergie areas controlled by Assad’s troops as welebsl enclaves. (Markus

and Oliver: 2015)

Admitting the harsh realities it is obvious thatsRian Leadership is in position to contain Syriail war and defeat
the ISIS. The long term perspective of Russia’s enovSyria is to make sure that Post Assad Sytlisbeian ally or client
of Russia. Russian strategic analyst Dmitri Tremas viewed Russia intervention in Syria and keepAksad regime in
power to maintain its influence in the region ofddie East. There has been Russia’s geopoliticafjaneeconomics interest
involved in Syrian conundrum. Russian gas expartSytria are the biggest consideration and Russaehaugh time to

develop Nord stream and south stream. (Malashe2(kb3)

IS has Islamist recruiters and operatives inflifigures and charismatic preachers, toweringgetties in north
Caucasus and Turkey. They boasted that they haveugiport from many countries with them. Accordingalafi activist
‘IS tried to create a feeling that cream of theiaratvas with them. (Europe report N 238: 201 Isa8tate has been
designated the role of delegitimising the role 6fQ@eda’s leader Ayman al -Zawahiri and to contadiphate. A caliphate
is indicative of Islamic statehood that has legaplication for entire ummah (Islamic community). €Thaliphate is the
romanticised religious utopian dream of the revofdislamic entity to liberate and reclaim the dfggud position and power
of Muslims who have been subjugated and disenctafitee analyst of Jihadism in Irag and Syria hawggested that IS

having conspicuous control over territory claimsun functioning state, if it is stopped it willde its magical spell. (Ibid)

ISIS has been the wealthiest militant group arnisl financed by the stolen eye, ransom money, btagket from
the sales of ancient articraft, funds of supporéed sympathisers. Russia, Iran. Iraq and Hezbblale provided military
support and assistance to the Syrian regime byirfigngbvernmental and nongovernmental militias. Taikire of US-led
Geneva process for building peace and non-viokesistance, Russia and Iran are making diplomaticraititary moves
in Syria civil war through Moscow Track. There Hzesen binary developed over the role and positiahiafluences of
the US and later coming into play by Russia and.IRussia wants to install better air defense amdptetely rejects the
US perspective of establishing a no-fly zone. (Camnidr 2015)The developments unfolded in the Sywan have been
influenced by the Gulf monarchies and Turkey whteby have stalemated and led to a frozen confliee furtherance and
continuity of the war has been perpetuated by thenSdominant insurgents and protagonist spondadrs.USA considers
Russia friend Bashar al Assad as long term thréathwvill proliferate and foster Jihadi in Syriaad), Lebanon backed by
the Hezbollah and Hamas. (ibid)

Syrian quagmire needs to address the concerns\arigance, corruption and disenfranchising the Suhhe
dissolution Syria into smaller defacto Jurisdictisauld provoke the strong reaction from Russia ad as it would lead
to the formal division of country for the interedtother states. It would have negative consequseandhe reunification of

moderate opposition forces and adversaries. The his/castigated the presence of Assad regime Wwhadgravating the
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extremist group. Syrian opposition group who agéting I1SIS has welcomed US presence and wantsgstabust military

action to oust the ISIS. (Blanchard et al 2015)

The US and UN have put allegation on the allegadi/of nerve gas on the civilians by Syrian myitarces which
killed 1400 people and put restriction from the @nigation of the prohibition on Chemical Weapo@PCW). UNSC
charter 2118 mandated Syria to give up the usbeical weapons in Chapter VII of UN provision.i@oSyria has a huge
stockpile of the nerve agent Sarin and mustardta¢@ls has foreign fighters from North Caucasud eentral Asia who
travel to Syria under the operatives of JabhalNaisra. Recently Islamic movement of Uzbekistan becthe part of IS

which operated in Pakistan and Afghanistan. (Th&&oGroup 2015)

ISIS has been considered both as parasite andstzeaer hybrid enemy as its operational actidtgaing to in-
crease exponentially. ISIS and its recruiters eoefhilly terrains of the Caucasus in Russia. Td®lifig of alienation and
rejection has been deeply imprinted in the mindRudsia due to growing tendencies of Xenophobiafandght national-
ism.ISIS has been clearly divided into three diffgicamps:(i) Kurdish militia fighting ISIS in Iraand Syria suffering attacks
from the Turkey and Sunni militias, (ii) affiliatesid offshoots of Al Qaeda conducting bombing aaslialties against Assad
regime and (iii)lranian Revolutionary Guards cofif¥GC) Quds militia forces reinforced by Russianpaiwer.(Dannenberg

:2015)

Syrian crisis and Emergence of ISIS and its Reper@sion on Russia

Recent attacks on Russia can be seen from a brpad®ective as these attacks were organised ahdsirated
by the local Sunni Zealot with religious fanatichkonfocussed on ethno-nationalist concerned withdégtermination of
spreading Sharia law throughout the Caucasus. &sigsicent intervention in the Middle East andaittion in Libya and
Egypt has provoked the indignation of Sunni. Rubsis been perceived as the vanguard of Shia iht&essian president
Putin has buttressed and provided the significalitany aid to the Syrian leader Bashar al-Assagime allying with Russia,
Shia Iran and Lebanese Hezbollah which are intemtty purposefully enemy of Sunni Jihadist. (ClaBe:

The growing clout of Moscow with Lebanese HezbqllAksad regime and Iran and its intervention inisshas
threatened Putin for the dreadful consequencesaamMdoscow was an adherent supporter of growing &tismthroughout
the Middle East. Mark Katz as US expert has expléhat Russia has maintained a state of equilibbyrhaving a delicate
balance with a multitude of notorious non-stat@exlike Hezbollah and Israel, Iran and Saudi AsaBissad’s government

and Arab regimes of Gulf.(Ferrari:2016)

The Shite Iran and Hezbollah are allies of the Rurstederation. The ISIS and Jabhat-al-Nusra haveralled
the remnants of Syrian state which was ransackddsanto pillage which left its ruin. I1SIS was nmataphosed from the
devastated and disintegrated Al-Qaeda which posadiaus threat to the international terrorismva years down the line.
ISIS has occupied the vast swathes of area in &ydhlraq and has introduced governance there biyatling financial

resources for expansion there. (Ferrari: 85)
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Terrorists are recruited and included from Rusddosthern Caucasus, Volga region, the Urals as emamies and
recruited to fight in Iraq and Syria. There wasosshl damage done by a terrorist attack on theid@uBassenger aircraft
carrying civilians in the Sinai region. The russigovernment has deliberately enervated and incegadi by cautiously
disabling ISIS and with Russian Support Syrian alimgrated Palmyra which has a great significarfggoditical and Psy-

chological significance. (Ibid: 87)

CONCLUSIONS

Syrian war started in 2011 by mercenaries traiaeshed, equipped there by proxies on the groundstggb by
Saudis and Qataris. Russia has won influence il &yd has emerged as a superpower because asiaFhas legitimised
its presence in Syria on the pretext of the natlhabf Syria in the region to liberate it fronréagn terrorists and mercenaries.
The bottom line is that Russia is involved in the @f Syria and assistance of Syrian people orhtiranitarian ground
despite opposition from key rivals. The syrian isrisas provoked uneasiness between great powerally-concluding
remarks that the Syrian crisis has created a Hgabblem world over for instance mass exodus efS$igrian refugee crisis
in Europe. There Syrian refugee faces hostileanelcomed gestures in different countries. Therthe least stability
in the Arab world because of the Arab spring arlbdia of regimes. There have been interferencemfexternal actors
for regime changes forthrightly. There has beeneatarn and flawed assumption about the regimeairand peoples
support to the rogue and populist authoritarianadlssegime. The resurgent ISIS is trying to creataniic caliphate and
control the oil fields which threaten the peace stadbility of the region. The Syrian crisis and33$lave serious ramification
on regional security architecture though Iran anddia are its allies fighting to stabilise the oegiTribes choose to join
ISIS than the Assad regime. The syrian governngetrying to liberate the I1SIS controlled region.eTitemaining terrorist
actively operating on the Syrian soil will go baoktheir respective country then only the situatiah be normalised and
differences with the Syrian government would beoreiled those who have been involved in anti- Syfiants. There
have been sinister plans to change the demogrdphyg durks in Aleppo. Chinese Uighurs are alsartglpart in fighting
along with Syria. The rebuilding process of Sysigmportant where there is an outcry for humantsidlouted and civilians
being thrashed needs urgency. Syria stood lowegeaoeful country index list to reside. Syria hasugh natural resources
needs optimum utilisation and channelled propérhere has been a huge reservoir of gas after RQsgax and Iran. The
nefarious design is to create the Israeli hegenamalyAmerican resistance and intervention by isodgdéind sanctioning Iran
there thus creating regional chaos. Americans stippe Syrian Kurds and Iraqi Kurds for their awsory thus turning it

into a protracted propaganda war in the region.
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